
Environmental Values Position Paper 

Directions 

For this paper, you need to clearly state and justify your Environmental Value System. You should have at least one 

paragraph that discusses the inputs that you feel have most influenced your EVS. You will then select 5 environmental 

issues of your choice, on which you have some position, either for or against. You should clearly state your position on 

each topic and use these issues as evidence to justify your personal EVS. You may want to include quotes that resonate 

with you to help support your values system.   

 

Criteria Above Standard (3) Meets Standard (2) Approaching Standard 
(1) 

Below Standard (0) 

EVS Inputs Student discusses 
inputs that influenced 
their EVS. Specific 
examples, events, 
people are used to 
clearly show the 
development of their 
EVS. 

Student discusses 
inputs that influenced 
their EVS. Specific 
examples, events, 
people are used to 
show the development 
of their EVS. 

Student discusses inputs 
that influenced their EVS. 
Needs more specific 
examples, events, etc. to 
show connection with 
EVS. 

No inputs were 
discussed 

Support for 
Postion 

The position 
statements provide a 
clear, strong statement 
on the author’s 
position on the topics 

The position 
statements provide a 
clear statement of the 
author’s position on 
the topics.  

Position statements are 
present, but do not make 
the authors positions 
clear.  

There are missing 
position 
statements.  

Evidence and 
Examples 

All of the evidence and 
examples are specific 
and relevant. 
Explanations are given 
to show how each 
piece of evidence 
supports the author’s 
position. 

Most of the evidence 
and examples are 
specific and relevant. 
Explanations are given 
to show how each 
piece shows the 
author’s position.  

At least one of the pieces 
of evidence or examples 
are relevant. An 
explanation shows how 
that pieces of evidence 
supports the author’s 
position. 

Evidence and 
examples are NOT 
relevant AND/OR 
are not explained 

Communication Paper is well 
structured and well 
organized. Paper is 
concise, logical and 
coherent.  

Paper has structure 
and organization but is 
not sustained 
throughout. Paper is 
concise and mostly 
logical and coherent 
however has some 
parts that are difficult 
to follow.  

Paper has limited 
organization and 
structure which limits the 
readers’ understanding. 
Author tends to ramble 
or be repetitive.  

Organization and 
structure of paper 
make it very 
difficult for reader 
to follow.  

Sources All sources used are 
cited correctly. 
Credible sources are 
used throughout. 
Quotes used 
appropriately. 

Most sources are cited 
correctly. Credible 
sources are used.  

Some sources are cited 
correctly. Some sources 
are not scientifically 
credible.  

Sources are not 
cited. Unreliable 
sources are 
consistently used.  

 


